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his  criticism   broadcast  without   sending   it   to Jerome himself.
Augustine, marvelling at Jerome's  failure  to reply, sent a third, a sweet little letter, to Jerome, and the eruption began.    The reply came in 402. It was moderately bilious :  f Far be it from me,' said Jerome,  ' to  dare touch the works of thy holiness.    I am quite content to care for my own writings without criticising those of others.    For the rest, thy prudence is well aware that opinions are free, and that it is a childish boastfulness, only befitting  youths,  to  seek   renown  by  attacking illustrious  men.  ...   Be  content,  therefore, to love one who loves thee, and do not thou, a youth, provoke an  old   man  in the field of Scriptural study.'    In the following year a deacon was going out to the East, and Augustine forwarded another letter to Jerome.    It is not clear whether he had received Jerome's letter by this time—the Benedictines  think   he   had   not,   at   all  events;   he again wrote courteously, but once more admitted infelicitous   passages   which  show  how  little   he understood his brother saint.    He had heard that Jerome was determined  to  retranslate  the   Old Testament from the Hebrew, and, having a rather superstitious  regard   for  the  current  Septuagintt the chief offence was the imaginary one of having publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
